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Quakertown School District
has been asked by Bucks County
to close its schools for a special
election of the 24th State Senate
District seat, which has been
vacant since Rob Wonderling
resigned the position on June 1.

The school district voted to
move its non-instructional day on
Monday, Sept. 28, to Tuesday,
Sept. 29, in order to coincide with
the election.

Superintendent Dr. Lisa
Andrejko said that a change in the
school calendar this late in the
year might be a financial hardship
for the school district.

“We have been trying for over a
year now to have the polls moved
from our schools because of situ-
ations like this,” said Andrejko at
the Aug. 13 school board meeting.
“This will mean some expense,
which we will ask the county to
reimburse.”

Much of the expense would
come from the transportation
partnership between the school
district, the Upper Bucks

Vocational Technical School and
private schools, who all share
Quakertown’s schedule but might
be unwilling to change their cal-
endars to accommodate the elec-
tion.

“If these schools will not coop-
erate with us on those days we are
still going to have to transport
those students and that will be an
additional expense to us,” said
Andrejko.

Sylvia Lenz, business adminis-
trator for the school district, esti-
mated that could cost between
$5,000 and $6,000.

The decision to close for the
election was made pending Bucks
County’s agreeing to compensate
these costs.

Board member Paul Stepanoff
theorized that with state
Democrats, Gov. Ed Rendell
among them, balking at the esti-
mated $400,000 fee for the spe-
cial election that it might be
pushed back until the regular
elections on Nov. 3. Another con-
dition of the new school calendar
is the county’s confirmation in

Q’town will close schools
for 24th District election
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The Richlandtown Parks and
Recreation Committee has begun
a fund-raising campaign to bene-
fit the borough’s park land and
grounds surrounding the commu-
nity building known as Benner
Hall.

The goal is to match an antici-
pated grant from the Bucks
County Open Space Program,
with a total of $73,000 to be
raised by the community for the
full match.

Councilman and committee
member Matthew Sheetz says,
“The impact this fund-raiser can
have on our community park is
astounding. We have the potential
to turn $73,000 of fund-raiser
money into $292,000 with the
grant matching.

“Witnessing the impact our
volunteers at Benner Hall have
accomplished with a fraction of
that amount, I’m excited about
what can be accomplished with
over a quarter million dollars.
When you’re talking about quad-
rupling your investment, every
dollar counts.”

Special Committee member

Jocelyn Myers believes the cam-
paign is an opportunity to build
on the community spirit in the
borough.

“We would love to see this
project bring our little town
together to work towards a com-
mon goal. We’re a community of
hard-working regular folks, and
we deserve to take full advantage
of the benefits this opportunity
can provide for us.”

Among the major improve-
ments that are in the works for the
land is a new playground and
resurfacing of the baseball field.

The first events to benefit the
fund will take place this fall
including: a personalized tile wall
sale; paid events during the annu-
al Borough Community Day on
Sept. 19; restaurant or shopping
nights each month featuring
Quakertown’s Friendly’s, Burger
King and Five Below; the Benner
Hall Craft Shoppe on Nov. 7; and
the yearly New Year’s Eve Party.

For information, visit benner-
hall.com or e-mail fundrais-
ing@bennerhall.com.

Richlandtown campaigns
for park matching grant
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Six people escaped injury and
are staying with families and
friends after a roaring fire Sunday
afternoon destroyed the down-
town Riegelsville apartments in
which they lived.

The Community Fire Co. of

Riegelsville received assistance
from fire companies in Bucks,
Northampton and Lehigh counties
and Hunterdon County in New
Jersey.

In all, about a dozen fire compa-
nies were on the scene of the
blaze that erupted about noon and
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